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Blueprints is an education and technical 
assistance program of the Georgia 
Conservancy designed to facilitate 
community-based planning across the 
state.  The program is committed to 
achieving successful communities by 
creating sound conservation and growth 
strategies, and building consensus for 
action.   
 
Georgia is home to an abundance of 
natural and cultural resources.  Our 
development patterns over the last 50 
years present a very real threat to these 
resources and to quality of life as a 
whole.  Sprawling, decentralized 
development, where people must 
depend on automobiles, is expensive for 
local governments to serve and has a 
staggering effect on the environment.  
Vehicle emissions create toxic air 
pollution.  Stormwater runoff from asphalt 
poisons rivers and streams.  Thousands of 
acres of farms, woodlands, and open 
space are lost to wasteful, non-
sustainable forms of development. 
 
The Georgia Conservancy collaborated 
with the Urban Land Institute and the 
Greater Atlanta Homebuilders in 1995 to 
host its first Blueprints for Successful 
Communities Symposium.  Currently the 
Conservancy maintains an active 
partnership with fifteen organizations.  
These diverse organizations and their 
members provide a great deal of 
understanding and expertise in the 
relationships that exist between land use, 
public infrastructure, economic growth, 
and environmental quality. 
 
Prior to the Pittsburgh Community effort, 
Blueprints has addressed multi-

jurisdictional watershed planning, 
heritage corridor preservation, location 
of commuter rail stations, inner city 
neighborhood issues, grey field 
redevelopment and other planning 
opportunities all through a collaborative 
planning process. 

 
Why Blueprints Pittsburgh? 

Pittsburgh is an historic in-town 
neighborhood located southwest of 
Atlanta’s central business district.  It is 
one of Atlanta’s oldest neighborhoods, 
with an impressive stock of historic 
residential buildings and other assets, 
including a large public park.  The 
neighborhood will soon be listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.   In 
addition to these important physical 
resources, Pittsburgh’s most important 
strength is it people.  In the past several 
decades the community has struggled to 
overcome declining population and job 
opportunities, quality affordable housing 
stock, crime and drug related problems.   

Through the efforts of the Pittsburgh 
Community Improvement Association 

 

BLUEPRINTS PRINCIPLES 

• Maintain and enhance quality of life 
for residents of the community 

• Employ regional strategies for 
transportation, land use, and 
economic growth 

• Consider the effect of the built 
environment on the natural 
environment as well as history and 
culture 

• Employ efficient land uses 
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(PCIA), a community development 
corporation, Pittsburgh is working to 
become a stable community once 
again.  In recent years, redevelopment 
pressures and gentrification, similar to 
what is occurring in surrounding 
neighborhoods, have threatened 
Pittsburgh’s chances of retaining its 
character as a neighborhood of 
affordable single family homes.  In 2000, 
PCIA hired consultants to develop the 
Pittsburgh Community Redevelopment 
Plan.  The community worked with 
partnership organizations to develop a 
vision and goals for Pittsburgh, and to 
provide recommendations for 
Pittsburgh’s redevelopment.  Although 
the Plan was incorporated into the City 
of Atlanta’s Comprehensive 
Development Plan in 2001, there had not 
been the momentum and community 
involvement necessary to push many of 
the recommendations into action and 
implementation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since then, a significant opportunity has 
developed for Pittsburgh, with the 
formalization in 2005 of the BeltLine 
Partnership and the inclusion of 
Pittsburgh in the BeltLine’s Tax Allocation 
District (TAD).  The BeltLine is a proposed 
22 mile loop around the City of Atlanta 
and could be a major redevelopment 
opportunity for communities within its 

path, such as Pittsburgh.  The TAD 
creates funding opportunities for many 
of the redevelopment projects that 
many communities have had to place 
on hold for a number of years.  The 
challenge for Pittsburgh and surrounding 
neighborhoods is to come together with 
a unified voice and vision on the 
redevelopment projects that are most 
important to pursue.  
 
In order to make the most of this 
opportunity, PCIA realized it needed a 
concise action plan to complement the 
lengthy redevelopment plan document.  
PCIA realized it also needed greater 
community participation and buy-in 
than was the case in the 
redevelopment plan process.  The 
Atlanta Neighborhood Development 
Partnership (ANDP), one of PCIA’s 
partners in mixed income community 
initiatives, suggested that PCIA consider 
the Georgia Conservancy’s Blueprints for 
Successful Communities process to assist 
in this step.   
 
Blueprints could bring together a cross 
section of stakeholders from the 
community and surrounding 
neighborhoods, including policy and 
decision makers, while maintaining 
community control throughout the 
planning process.  Overall, Blueprints 
could help the community synthesize the 
many planning studies and research 
initiatives to date, add updates to the 
Pittsburgh Redevelopment Plan, and 
provide a prioritized action plan.  To do 
this successfully, Blueprints would have to 
galvanize the community with visible 
motion forward, and retain residents’ 
involvement throughout the process.  In 
essence, the Blueprints process would 
help the Pittsburgh community visualize 
what PCIA sees for the community in the 
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vision and goals of the redevelopment 
plan. 
 
As the community considered the 
Blueprints process, the Georgia 
Conservancy and Blueprints Partners had 
to determine whether Pittsburgh was the 
right match for Blueprints.  In order for the 
process to be successful, the community 
would need to show its readiness in 
community visioning and other 
community planning processes.  Over 
the course of several months, ANDP 
initiated a training program for residents 
and community members in community 
asset mapping, visioning, and zoning.   
 
In November of 2005, with the 
completion of the neighborhood training 
sessions with ANDP, the PCIA Board 
formally invited the Georgia 
Conservancy to begin a Blueprints 
process in Pittsburgh and Blueprints 
agreed to begin in late December 2005.  
Building on several ongoing initiatives, 
including ANDP’s Mixed Income 
Communities Initiative and the 2001 
Pittsburgh Redevelopment Plan, the PCIA 
board enthusiastically embraced 
Blueprints as a new horizon for the 
revitalization of their community.  With 
pressure from the outside forces of 
gentrification, recently intensified by the 
BeltLine TAD redevelopment process, 
Pittsburgh knew that it must come 
together with a concrete plan for its 
future.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Neighborhood History 
 
“The old in Atlanta is the soul of the City, 
the heritage that enhances the quality of 
life in a contemporary city.  Without 
these artifacts of our culture, Atlanta 
would simply not be Atlanta.”  (State of 
Georgia official web site, Office of the 
Secretary of State, 2005) 
 
Established in 1883, Pittsburgh is one of 
Atlanta’s oldest remaining in-town 
neighborhoods.  It has a rich history, 
rooted in people committed to the ethic 
of hard work and who value family, faith, 
and community.  Many residents today 
can trace their family’s history to the first 
residents of the community.  Pittsburgh 
was settled by railroad laborers, mostly 
African Americans, who had come to 
work in the newly completed shops of 
the East Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Georgia Railroad Companies, all built 
about a mile and half southwest of 
Atlanta’s central business district.  The 
community developed during Atlanta’s 
post-Civil War period, a time when the 
railroads played a dominant role in the 
resurgence of Atlanta’s economy and 
rapid growth.  In addition to providing 
steady jobs, the location provided an 
opportunity for those who could, to 
move south of the congested hub of the 
Five Points area in downtown Atlanta, 
where the three major rail lines merged.   
 
The neighborhood was named Pittsburgh 
because the land south of the rail shops 
was so smoky and polluted that it 
resembled the steel mills of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania in the late 1800s.  Despite 
the unhealthy environment, the 
neighborhood continued to expand  
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west of the rail line along lower McDaniel 
Street and its contiguous streets.  The 
economic conditions provided by steady 
employment, and forced by 
segregation, encouraged the growth of 
black-owned businesses along McDaniel 
Street, Pittsburgh’s “Main Street.”   
McDaniel Street became the 
commercial hub of the neighborhood, 
especially at the intersections with Mary 
Street and Arthur Street.   
 
In the late 1800s, Pittsburgh was a thriving 
community and was home to several 
important civic leaders.  The first black 
orphanage in Georgia, the Carrie Steele-
Pitts Home, was founded at the corner of 
Roy and Windsor Street in 1892.   Faith 
and community were very important to 
the early residents of Pittsburgh, and 
continue to be in succeeding 
generations of Pittsburgh families.  The 
first two churches to be built in the 
neighborhood were the Ariel Bowen 
United Methodist Church and Iconium 
Baptist Church.  Pittsburgh’s first school, 
the Pittsburgh School, was founded in 
1908 and was originally housed in the 
basement of the Ariel Bowen United 
Methodist Church.  By the early 1900s, 
four trolley lines served Pittsburgh, 

connecting the community to downtown 
Atlanta.  
 
By the 1920s, Pittsburgh was considered 
the “the place to be” for Black 
Atlantans.    Several new schools, many 
businesses, and houses of worship were 
built to serve the growing population.   
The Atlanta Theological School (now the 
Salvation Army College of Officer 
Training) was located on the western 
edge of the neighborhood along 
Metropolitan Parkway, formerly Stewart 
Avenue, and continues to be a major 
presence in the neighborhood today.  In 
1923, community leaders and neighbors 
raised funds to construct a new school 
building for the Pittsburgh School.  Fulton 
County School Board of Education’s only 
contribution was the small sum of $75 
toward construction costs.  When the 
building was completed, the school was 
renamed The Crogman School in honor 
of William H. Crogman, the first black 
president of Clark Atlanta University.  It is 
now an historic landmark, successfully 
converted to loft apartments, senior 
citizen housing, and a community 
center. 
 
Beginning in the 1940s and 1950s, and 
continuing into the 1960s, the Civil Rights 
Movement brought dramatic social, 
physical and economic changes to 
Atlanta, and created unintended 
negative effects for some 
neighborhoods, including Pittsburgh.  
With the end of segregation in Atlanta, 
the white population fled many of their 
in-town neighborhoods for outlying 
areas.  Consequently, neighborhoods 
such as Pittsburgh began to lose not only 
many of its residents, who moved to 
neighborhoods formerly occupied by 
whites, but the many Black-owned 
businesses that served them.  An 
additional detrimental effect for the 
community was the unethical practice of 
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lending institutions ‘redlining’ Black 
communities, making it nearly impossible 
for residents to sell their homes.  As many 
of the residents left the neighborhood to 
move into areas west and north of 
Pittsburgh, the homes they vacated fell 
into disrepair. 
 
Continuing decline occurred in the 1960s 
with the construction and expansion of 
Interstate 75/85.  The University Avenue 
exit cut off the southeast corner of the 
neighborhood.  In addition, the failed 
Model Cities program hurt the 
neighborhood by replacing a portion of 
its single-family housing with large multi-
family units that eventually became 
magnets for criminal activity.  Many 
Pittsburgh residents believe that this was 
the beginning of “the promises not kept” 
– promises that were intended to keep 
their neighborhood strong and vital, but 
instead caused further decline.  From the 
end of the 1970s to 1990, Pittsburgh lost 
nearly half of its population, falling from 
7,276 to 3,624 residents.   
 
Recent Planning Successes 
 
In 1994 Pittsburgh was included in the 
Atlanta Empowerment Zone designation, 
a federal program to assist in the 
revitalization of distressed urban 
communities.  The 1996 Olympic Games, 
held in Atlanta, also brought renewed 
attention to underserved communities 
such as Pittsburgh.  In 2000, PCIA hired 
consultants to develop the Pittsburgh 
Community Redevelopment Plan.  The 
in-depth, comprehensive plan was 
formally adopted into the City’s 
Comprehensive Development Plan 
(CDP) in 2001.   
 
The same year Pittsburgh’s 
redevelopment plan was adopted into 
the City’s CDP, Pittsburgh and 

Mechanicsville were designated as two 
of the Mayor’s Weed and Seed 
Communities.  Weed and Seed is 
sponsored by the U. S. Department of 
Justice and is a multilevel strategy 
implemented at the local level in 
communities plagued by crime and 
drugs.  It was the City’s focus and 
funding provided by the Weed and Seed 
programs which initiated the positive 
movement forward for Pittsburgh.  The 
Weed and Seed program allowed PCIA 
to hire its first full time Chief Executive 
Officer, provided funds for several other 
PCIA initiatives, and provided funding 
and training for Weed and Seed officers 
to work on specific areas of need in the 
community.  The collaborative efforts of 
PCIA, Atlanta Weed and Seed, 
neighborhood schools, and several faith-
based organizations demonstrated 
Pittsburgh’s determination to get the 
community back on track. 
 
In 2003, the Annie E. Casey Foundation 
(Casey), a national foundation 
committed to empowering communities 
over the long term, designated 
Pittsburgh, and all the Neighborhood 
Planning Unit-V (NPU-V) neighborhoods, 
as its “Atlanta Civic Site.”  The Civic Site 
designation carries a ten-year 
commitment, providing and identifying 
resources, technical assistance and 
learning opportunities to help Pittsburgh 
and NPU-V in revitalization efforts.  The 
studies and reports that have been 
completed for the “Atlanta Civic Site” 
provide a strong foundation for the 
subsequent projects and community 
efforts presently occurring. 
 
One of the more important efforts 
coming out of the “Atlanta Civic Site” 
work in Pittsburgh is the collaboration 
between PCIA and the Atlanta 
Neighborhood Development Partnership 
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(ANDP).  ANDP received grants from the 
Casey Foundation to work in the 
community.  In 2005, ANDP chose 
Pittsburgh to be one of the case studies 
for its Mixed Income Communities 
Initiative, a workforce housing program 
funded by the Ford Foundation.  
 
In 2004, PCIA’s new leadership was 
instrumental in initiating a positive 
movement forward for residents and the 
community.  The people of Pittsburgh 
continue to demonstrate a strong 
commitment to preserving their  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

community and its history.  Reunions, an 
annual neighborhood health fair and 
walk, monthly community meetings, 
neighborhood clean-ups, and other 
activities are a few of the ways the 
community works together to keep the 
neighborhood strong. 
 
The  following  is  a  compilation  of  some 
of   the  planning  efforts  and   successes 
Pittsburgh  has  been  a  part  of  over the 
last twelve years.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Atlanta Empowerment Zone Community, 1994 
• Pittsburgh Partnership, 1994   
• Pittsburgh Civic League 
• Pittsburgh Community Improvement 

Association incorporates, 1999 
• Pittsburgh Community Redevelopment Plan, 

completed and adopted into the City of 
Atlanta Comprehensive Development Plan, 
2001  

• Mayor’s Weed and Seed Community, 2001 
• PCIA  hires first Executive Director, 2001 
• Urban Redevelopment Site, 2002 
• HUD Renewal Community (RC), formerly called 

the Atlanta Empowerment Zone, 2002 
• “Neighborhoods Count - Laying the 

Foundation”, Emory University Kenneth Cole 
Fellowship in Community Building and Social 
Change Program, and the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, 2003 

• Annie E. Casey Foundation, Atlanta Civic Site 
10-Year Revitalization Project, 2003 

• PCIA reorganizes under new leadership and 
hires first Chief Executive Officer, 2004 

• “Neighborhoods’ Count, NPU-V”, Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, 2004  

• Atlanta Neighborhood Development 
Partnership, Inc. (ANDP), Mixed Income 
Community Initiative (MICI) Training Sessions, 
2005 

• BeltLine Tax Allocation District (TAD) 
designation, to include University Avenue, 
McDaniel Street, and Pittman Park, 2005 

• Blueprints for Successful Communities, Georgia 
Conservancy, 2006 
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Blueprints Pittsburgh Process 

The Georgia Conservancy worked in 
partnership with ANDP and the Georgia 
Institute of Technology College of 
Architecture’s City and Regional 
Planning Program to provide technical 
assistance to the Blueprints Pittsburgh 
steering committee.  The students of 
Professor Dobbins’ Urban Design Studio 
began working with the community in 
early 2006, meeting with PCIA on several 
occasions, and working directly with the 
steering committee for two separate 
stakeholder meetings and one 
community design workshop.  The goal 
of the Georgia Tech studio team was to 
take the community’s assets and 
challenges, and its vision for the future 
and address the agreed upon social and 
physical challenges by proposing 
solutions and suggesting resources for 
implementation.  Based on the input of 
the steering committee, the students 
developed an urban design framework 
in which solutions to both the social and 
physical challenges could be addressed 
in an urban design context.  The 
proposed solutions were presented at 
the community design workshop and 
participants were asked to provide 
further input using maps of the 
neighborhood.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assets and Challenges 
 
In February of 2006, the PCIA and the 
Georgia Conservancy hosted its first 
Steering Committee meeting for 
Blueprints Pittsburgh.  The Steering 
Committee was an invited group of 
individuals that included Pittsburgh 
residents and PCIA Board members, 
local business owners, organizations in 
partnership with PCIA, local school 
officials, elected officials at the state 
and local level, City and State 
government staff persons, and 
representatives of faith-based institutions 
in the community. 

After introductions and an overview of 
the Blueprints Process, the Steering 
Committee members were asked to list 
the Pittsburgh Neighborhood’s Assets 
and Challenges.  The purpose of the 
exercise was to encourage the group to 
think objectively about the community 
as well as to begin a dialogue among 
the Steering Committee participants.  To 
be as inclusive as possible, the exercise 
was repeated again at the second 
Steering Committee Meeting in March.  
The list, presented at the April 1 
Community Design Workshop, was again 
open for comment.  The following is the 
result of input gathered from the three 
stakeholder meetings. 
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Pittsburgh Area Assets 
 
• PCIA leadership 
• Residents (addressing change) 
• Houses of worship 
• New community center (Salvation Army) 
• Access to resources 
• Salvation Army School of Officer Training 
• Elementary school with a commitment to 

the next generation 
• Annie E. Casey Foundation 
• Tool Bank/Enterprise Foundation/Hands 

on Atlanta 
• Community center 
• History/seniors and returning residents 
• Residents 
• We have expertise.  

- Use it, but don’t misuse us. 
- Hire neighborhood residents 

• Youth 
• Seniors 
• Skills of residents 
• Police partnership 
• Involvement of police department and 

fire department (present and helpful) 
• Weed and Seed (funding and other 

assistance) 
• Part of NPU-V 
• City Council and State Representative 

involvement 
• ANDP 
• Civic League 
• Access to a financial institution (Atlanta 

City Employees Credit Union) 
• Bakery 
• Small businesses 
• Close to University Centers 
• Atlanta Area Tech 
• Overhead Door Company and other 

businesses (Southeast Stages) 
• Location along interstate and proximity 

to downtown 
• Land available for redevelopment 

(strategic) 
• McDaniel Street as possible town center 
• New apartments to be built (mixed 

income) with return of residents as well as 
new 

• New affordable housing 
• Crogman School – historical value 
• Sense of place – “know where they are” 

• Existing historic stock and grid street 
pattern 

• Pittman Park and other parks 
• Proximity to airport but not in the flight 

path 
• Location along interstate and proximity 

to downtown 
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Pittsburgh Area Challenges 
 
• Drugs/prostitution/pre-teens hanging out 

on street corners 
• No professional services 
• No quality grocery store 
• Safety 
• Single mothers who work need more day 

care options 
• Concentration of poverty, homeless 

population 
• Drop-out rate 
• Truancy 
• Communication 
• Aging population with fixed incomes 
• City Council 
• Switching voting/precinct 

locations 
• Promises not kept 
• Unemployment 

(employment that is 
sustainable for living and 
those with families) 

• Lack of local jobs, and job-
training 

• Invest in youth solutions 
- Jobs 
- Leadership 

• Not utilizing community skills 
• Proximity to downtown traffic 
• Redevelopment is 

unmanaged – not following 
the redevelopment plan 

• Lack of a comprehensive 
land use strategy 

• Housing code enforcement 
• Mortgage fraud 
• Ratio  of homeowner to 

renter – property ownership 
confirmation 

• Size of lots – small 
• High amount of boarded-up 

houses and absentee owners 
• Perception of community 

and Metropolitan Parkway – 
effort to get beyond edges 
and know the community 
(Red-lining) 

• Walkable neighborhood 
• Street lighting 
• Clear vision for the 

community 
• Non-resident crime, trash, illegal dumping 
• Lack of greenspace 
• Environmental concerns 
• Speeding on Metropolitan and other 

streets 
• Not enough bus transit 
• Seniors need better transit 
• Better connectivity (pedestrian, transit, 

bus) 
• Better bus stops (benches) 
• Norfolk Southern RR (trains sit on track) 
• Closed streets 
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Vision & Urban Design 
Framework 
 
The purpose of the second Blueprints 
Pittsburgh Steering Committee meeting, 
held on March 9, 2006, was to (1) discuss 
and develop a vision for Pittsburgh; and 
(2) to develop categories for an urban 
design framework for use in seeking 
solutions to the physical and social 
challenges presented.   
 
Vision Statement 
 
Building on the extensive visioning 
process the community participated in 
during the Pittsburgh Community 
Redevelopment Plan in 2001, the 
Blueprints Pittsburgh Steering agreed that 
with a few modifications, the vision 
statement would remain the same for 
Blueprints Pittsburgh:     
 
 “Pittsburgh will be a unique, historical, 
and diverse community that promotes 
homeownership, economic and 
community development, public safety, 
education, recreation, environment, 
transportation, and community pride…a 
‘city within a city’.” 
 
Urban Design Framework 
 
In the last part of the meeting, the 
steering committee participated in a 
group visioning and mapping exercise 
led by the Georgia Tech team.  The 
purpose of the exercise was to gather 
additional input on the issues and 
challenges identified by the Steering 
Committee meeting, to pinpoint the 
issues and challenges onto maps of the 
neighborhood, and to get feedback on 
the proposed Urban Design Framework.  
Because many of Pittsburgh’s issues are 

social in nature, the Urban Design 
Framework would provide a means of 
analyzing the social issues in an urban 
design, or spatial, context.  The goal of 
the mapping exercise was to provide a 
visual understanding of where the issues 
and challenges may be most 
concentrated in the neighborhood.  The 
input of the Steering Committee helped 
to define the following themes of the 
Urban Design Framework: 
 
• People and Community Services  
• Jobs and Economic Development 
• Land Use  
• Transportation and Infrastructure 
• Environment and Open Space  
• Urban Design 
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Pittsburgh participants considering options 

 
 

Urban Design Studio students assisting participant 
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Place and Form 
 
Pittsburgh is a part of NPU-V, one of the 
City of Atlanta’s 24 Neighborhood 
Planning Units.  NPU-V is comprised of five 
neighborhoods:  Adair Park to the west of 
Pittsburgh, Mechanicsville to the north 
and east, Summerhill-Capitol View just 
east of Mechanicsville, and Peoplestown 
at the southeastern tip. All five 
neighborhoods share comparable socio-
economic characteristics and are 
experiencing revitalization pressures.   
 
The northern boundary of the 
neighborhood is Wells Street, above 
Ralph David Abernathy Boulevard.  The 
Norfolk Southern rail line is the eastern 
boundary of the neighborhood.  The 
interstate connector of I-75 and I-85 
divides the neighborhood at its’ 
southeastern edge, and has created a 
disputed pocket of land, an industrial 
enterprise zone, claimed by both 
Pittsburgh and Peoplestown.  
Metropolitan Parkway and University 
Avenue are the neighborhoods’ hard 
edges to the west and south 
respectively.  Industrially-zoned land 
south of University Avenue is included in 
Pittsburgh’s boundaries.   
 
Pittsburgh covers 554 acres and the 
single family residential is the primary 
land use.  The neighborhood is 
characterized by a traditional grid street 
pattern overlaying significant 
topographical shifts.  Grade differences 
make Pittsburgh a neighborhood of hills 
and views.  McDaniel Street is the 
neighborhood’s north-south corridor and 
the lowest point topographically.  The 
street separates the neighborhood into 

two halves both going uphill from 
McDaniel Street.  Pittman Park, the 
neighborhood’s largest public open 
space, represents Pittsburgh’s highest 
point. 
 
There are five larger sites within Pittsburgh 
that break with the block and lot pattern 
of residential development. The Salvation 
Army College of Officer Training site sits 
along Metropolitan Parkway and 
occupies a four block by two block 
footprint.  The Salvation Army, at the time 
of this report, had not yet broken ground 
on the new Kroc Community Center to 
be located on Arthur Street.  Arthur Street 
is one of the major east-west corridors 
through the neighborhood that will 
connect the new Salvation Army 
Community Center with the Pittman Park 
Recreation Center on the eastern edge 
of the neighborhood. 
 
North of the Salvation Army is Charles L. 
Gideons Elementary School that 
occupies a one block by two block 
footprint.  Just to the north and east of 
Gideons Elementary School is the 
redevelopment site of the former 
Pittsburgh Civic League Apartments.  
These were the first housing units created 
through a joint venture between a non-
profit African American group, the Civic 
League Association, and U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). The large three-
block by two-block site was recently 
cleared of its deteriorating apartment 
buildings which had long been both an 
eyesore to the community and ground 
zero for drugs and prostitution. The new 
development contain 220 rental units for 
mixed incomes, including 150 units for 
seniors. 
 
Pittman Park and the park’s recreation 
center are located on the eastern edge 
of the neighborhood, four blocks from 
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McDaniel Street and pressed up against 
the active Norfolk Southern rail line.  
Pittman Park is quite large, occupying 
roughly three blocks by two blocks, or 
about 11 acres. 
 
Walter L. Parks Middle School and the 
Crogman Building are located one block 
south of Pittman Park.  This site is roughly 
three blocks by one block with Parks 
Middle School occupying land that is too 
small for a school.  Parks is the smallest 
middle school in the Atlanta Public School 
system with roughly 600 students. The 
school has issues with loitering and 
cruising by non-school age persons.  
 
 
People and Community Services 
 
Pittsburgh is a predominantly African-
American community (97%).  In 2000, the 
U.S. Census recorded 3,286 people 
residing in Pittsburgh, a decrease of 
approximately 10% since 1990.  The 
community has steadily lost population 
since 1970, when 7,276 people resided in 
Pittsburgh.  
 
While the total population has decreased 
between 1990 and 2000, the percentage 
of children living in Pittsburgh has 
increased by 18%.  Pittsburgh 
experienced a significant decline of 23% 
in the total number of households from 
1990 to 2000, while all of the surrounding 
neighborhoods in NPU-V, excluding 
Mechanicsville, experienced either an 
increase or no net loss during the same 
time period.  Additionally, households 
headed by single-parents increased by 
15%, to 36% of all households in Pittsburgh. 
In 1990, six out of every ten households 
with children (60%) were headed by 
single-females.  The percentage of single 
parent households in NPU-V remained 
unchanged from 1990 to 2000, at 29%, 

and the city’s was 13%.  In 2000, 
Pittsburgh’s senior population (65 and 
over) was slightly over 12%, a substantially 
higher percentage than the City of 
Atlanta and Fulton County.  
  
Housing and Homeownership 
 
The Pittsburgh neighborhood is made up 
of a mix of single and multi-family 
residences.  In 2000 Pittsburgh had a 39% 
homeownership rate, higher than NPU-V.  
Although there was a slight decrease in 
the vacancy rate of total housing units in 
2000, the rate was higher than the City of 
Atlanta.  Renters made up 64% of housing 
occupants in 2000.   Pittsburgh had higher 
rents on average than NPU-V but 
substantially lower home values. 
 
Education and Income 
 
Only five percent of Pittsburgh residents 
have an advanced degree while 86% 
have some high school and 55% have a 
high school diploma.  Over 70% of 
Pittsburgh residents make less than 
$25,000 per year.  Of the 41% of residents 
in Pittsburgh who live in poverty almost 
half of these are children. 
 
 
Community Services  
 
Pittsburgh is rich with partnerships both 
long-term and recently formed. The 
Salvation Army is one of the oldest 
partnerships and is working with the PCIA 
to build upon shared programming 
opportunities.  Beginning in 2003, The 
Annie E. Casey Foundation has been a 
major presence in NPU-V and the 
Pittsburgh neighborhood in particular.   
Pittsburgh is one of the neighborhoods of 
Casey’s “Atlanta Civic Site”, primarily 
because the foundation saw a need to 
aid children and families in the 
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community. The PCIA is actively involved 
in forming new partnerships and 
relationships such as teaming up with the 
Center for Working Families and the 
nearby Atlanta Area Technical College. 
New strategic partnerships are being 
created to help solve many of the social 
issues that have historically plagued the 
community. 
 
Partnerships include: 
   
• NPU-V  
• The Mayor’s Weed and Seed Program  
• Annie E. Casey Foundation 
• Atlanta Neighborhood Development 

Partnership 
• The Pittsburgh Civic League  
• The Atlanta Community ToolBank  
• Hands on Atlanta  
• The Enterprise Foundation  
• Habitat for Humanity  
• Park Pride Atlanta 
• Trees Atlanta  
• Faith based institutions in the Pittsburgh 

neighborhood 
• Center for Working Families 
• Atlanta Area Technical College 
• Georgia Forestry Commission 

 
Jobs and Economic Development 
 
In 2000, nearly 20% of Pittsburgh’s 
residents eligible to participate in the 
labor market were unemployed.  This 
number is 5% higher than the City of 

Atlanta the same year.  The 
unemployment number for Pittsburgh is 
even higher when non-participation is 
included.  Forty one percent of male 
residents were not employed nor actively 
engaged in looking for work in 2000.   
 
Approximately a third of Pittsburgh 
residents worked outside of Fulton County 
in 2000, higher than the rate for the City of 
Atlanta. Only 51% of Pittsburgh residents 
own a car compared to 76% in the City of 
Atlanta.  Thirty-four percent of Pittsburgh 
residents depend on public transportation 
to get to work compared to 15 % in the 
City of Atlanta.  
 
There are several significant employers 
within the neighborhood although very 
few, if any, Pittsburgh residents are 
employed by these firms. While the 
combined workforce of Overhead Door 
Company, Southeastern Stages, and 
Carey Limousine total more than 300 
workers, not one of these companies 
employs a Pittsburgh resident. Only the 
Salvation Army Campus employs area 
residents, with 5 of its 70 workers living in 
the neighborhood.  Approximately five to 
six residents are currently employed by 
the contractor of the City of Atlanta 
Department of Watershed 
Management’s McDaniel Basin sewer 
separation project located in Pittsburgh. 
 
 
Land Use 
 
The Pittsburgh neighborhood is primarily 
residential although the northern and 
southeastern tips as well as the southern 
edge along University Avenue are 
zoned for light industrial.  Issues of land 
use include zoning, vacant properties, 
illegal dumping, and future development 
opportunities offered by the BeltLine Tax 
Allocation District (TAD).  

 
 
 
            
  
              

        14 

 
 
 
            
  
              

        14 

 
 
 
            
  
              

        14 

 
  

Pittsburgh Residents join Mayor’s Trash Trooper Program 
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Zoning - McDaniel Street 
 
McDaniel Street is the primary north-south 
corridor through the interior of Pittsburgh, 
and it functions as the main street of the 
neighborhood.  Historically the street had 
many businesses along the corridor but 
today only a few remain:  a 
neighborhood store, a laundry, a barber 
shop, the PCIA headquarters, and an 
eating establishment.  The majority of 
McDaniel Street is currently zoned R4B, 
single-family residential, and is built out 
with single family houses, with duplexes 
grouped at the southern end and 
scattered along the length of the street.  
This type of zoning does not allow for the 
redevelopment of commercial 
opportunities, including retail, services 
and office space, which the 
neighborhood lacks.   
 
Narrow Lot Sizes 
 
The character throughout most of 
Pittsburgh is small residential lots.  
However, there are some areas with 
noticeably narrower lots, particularly 
along some blocks fronting McDaniel 
Street.  A large number of these narrow 
lots, approximately 20-25 feet wide by 60-
80 feet deep, on McDaniel Street require 
variances in order to build within the 
existing zoning code. The required side 
yard building setbacks of less than 5 feet 
on each side do not leave much room, 
only 10 or 15 feet in some cases, for 
constructing a single-family home.  The 
lack of flexibility in the zoning code may 
be restraining redevelopment from 
occurring in the areas of the 
neighborhood with multiple narrow lots. 

Vacant Properties 

The many vacant homes in Pittsburgh 
represent one of the most visible and 

challenging problems in the 
neighborhood.  Vacant homes present a 
multitude of problems as they produce 
visual blight within a neighborhood, 
attract homeless persons in need of 
shelter, lower community morale, suppress 
neighboring property values, decrease 
street vitality, and skew tax rates. 
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Mortgage Fraud 
 
Many of the vacant homes in Pittsburgh 
were recently constructed. Although the 
reasons these homes remain uninhabited 
is unknown, many residents believe 
mortgage fraud is the primary reason 
behind the phenomenon.  The 30310 Zip 
Code, which includes Pittsburgh, is home 
to the highest rate of mortgage fraud in 
the country.  A City of Atlanta Mortgage 
Fraud Task Force is examining the 
problem of rampant mortgage fraud in 
the 30310 neighborhoods. 

 
 

Speculative Buildings 
 
In anticipation of the potential for rising 
land prices in Pittsburgh, many individual 
developers have built speculative houses 
in the neighborhood.  Unfortunately, with 
the units unaffordable to current area 
residents, many of these homes remain 
unoccupied and are boarded up after 
construction to prevent theft and 
vandalism.  The empty speculative 
buildings present many of the same 

challenges as homes affected by 
mortgage fraud. 
 
Dilapidated Properties 
 
While there are many boarded up, new 
homes in Pittsburgh, there are older, 
vacant dwellings which appear to have 
been abandoned.  These older dwellings 
are often in severe states of disrepair and 
are the sites of illegal dumping.  The 
problems caused by abandoned 
buildings have two primary issues:  (1) the 
City’s lack of enforcement of building 
code violations and (2) abandoned 
property due to unknown heirs title claims 
where the ownership of the property is 
disputed.  Properties cited for prolonged 
and multiple violations can be 
condemned by the City and taken by the 
County.  The PCIA has led the effort to 
identify the owners of abandoned 
property but has gained limited 
cooperation from the City.  PCIA would 
like to claim the properties to revitalize 
them for residents of the community. 
 
Illegal Dumping 
 
A pervasive land use and public health 
issue for Pittsburgh is illegal trash dumping, 
especially on vacant lots.  Illegal dumping 
of trash not only causes visual blight, but 
also can cause contamination, and gives 
the perception that a neighborhood 
lacks community pride and responsibility.  
PCIA is in partnership with the Mayor’s 
Trash Troopers to address this challenge. 
 
The map on the following page shows lots 
in Pittsburgh that appeared to have 
illegal dumping.  These vacant and 
occupied parcels, contained large 
amounts of trash, abandoned cars and 
tires, appliances, and construction 
materials dumped there by unknown 
parties. 

 
 
 
            
  
              

        16 

 
 
 
            
  
              

        16 

Mortgage 
Fraud

Regular 
Home

Real Value $50,000

Inflated Tax Appraisal

$100,000
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Mortgage Fraud explained 
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The BeltLine – Future 
Development Opportunities 
 
The Atlanta BeltLine, a 
proposed 22-mile greenway 
and transit loop around Atlanta, is an 
exciting new development opportunity 
for the City and its neighborhoods.  
Forming the southern boundary of 
Pittsburgh, the BeltLine is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity for redevelopment 
and streetscape improvements within the 
community.  It is important that Pittsburgh, 
and all of NPU-V, come together to form 
a solid vision for future redevelopment, so 
that these neighborhoods improve their 
chances to receive funding from the 
BeltLine Tax Allocation District (TAD), the 
boundaries of which are shown the maps 
(above).  A close-in map shows more 
clearly the areas of Pittsburgh that are 
within the TAD, and eligible for funding. 
 
A Tax Allocation District, also called Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF), is a means of 
using future tax funds to pay for 
investment in the BeltLine now.  During the  
 

 
25-year lifespan of the TAD, the City of  
Atlanta, Atlanta Public Schools and Fulton 
County will continue to receive the 
original baseline tax.  All new property tax 
revenues above the established 2005 
baseline will be used to repay TAD bonds 
that fund capital investments in the 
BeltLine. After 25 years, the city, schools, 
and county will collect the full value of 
the TAD – the original baseline tax 
revenue, plus the incremental value tax 
revenue.  
 
The majority of the approximately $1.7 
billion BeltLine TAD funds will be used to 
invest in land acquisition, multi-use trails, 
greenspace, transit, workforce housing, 
and Atlanta Public Schools projects. Some 
BeltLine TAD funds will be used for 
developer infrastructure, primarily for 
environmental brownfield cleanup, or to 
jump-start development in historically 

Atlanta BeltLine  Pittsburgh Area TAD Boundaries   
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underdeveloped areas.  The TAD funds 
are eligible for making major 
improvements to the neighborhood’s 
infrastructure, specifically McDaniel Street, 
University Avenue, Metropolitan Parkway, 
Pittman Park, and the industrial properties 
in the southeast and northwest part of the 
neighborhood. 
 
Forming a unified vision for TAD funding in 
Pittsburgh is particularly important for the 
large pieces of land between University 
Avenue and the BeltLine.  Currently, this 
area is used by City of Atlanta 
Department of Watershed Management 
as an operations headquarters for the 
McDaniel Basin Sewer Separation project.  
Previously, the United Parcel Service 
acquired the property for shipping 
operations.  More recently, the Annie E. 

Casey Foundation, a non-profit 
organization, purchased the property.  
Additionally, Urban Collage, the 
consulting firm responsible for the 
Pittsburgh Community Redevelopment 
Plan, has proposed a new vision of a 
major mixed-use development with a 
transit station and new park for the 
property in the Atlanta Development 
Authority’s BeltLine Redevelopment Plan. 
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Atlanta Development Authority  
BeltLine Redevelopment Plan  

for University Avenue 
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Transportation & Infrastructure 
 
Streets and Corridors 
 
Three major streets serve the Pittsburgh 
neighborhood.  Those are McDaniel 
Street, Metropolitan Parkway, and 
University Avenue.  McDaniel Street is the 
major north-south thoroughfare through 
Pittsburgh and is also the lowest 
topographical point in the neighborhood.  
It functions as the “main street” of the 
neighborhood and serves as one of two 
MARTA routes that service the 
neighborhood.  McDaniel Street is the 
location of a Norfolk Southern rail crossing 
that frequently has rail cars blocking the 
street for hours at a time.  The blocked 
crossing has caused daily delays and 
detours of MARTA buses, emergency 
vehicles, and residents trying to get in and 
out of the neighborhood. 
 
Metropolitan Parkway forms the western 
edge of Pittsburgh and separates the 
neighborhood from Adair Park. 
Composed of four lanes of fast moving 
traffic the Parkway is not particularly 
pedestrian-friendly although it offers the 
only other MARTA route for the 
neighborhood. The Parkway will receive 
streetscape improvement funds from the 
City of Atlanta and construction should 
begin soon.  
 
University Avenue runs along the southern 
edge of the neighborhood. It acts as the 
connecting street for Adair Park and 
Pittsburgh.  Students that attend the New 
Schools at Carver typically walk along 
University Avenue.  Because it receives 
more frequent pedestrian activity and is 
seemingly more manageable with three 
lanes of traffic, University appears less like 
an edge and may in fact act as a seam 
connecting the neighborhood to the 
BeltLine when it is developed in the future.  

The unsettling topographic grade change 
of University Avenue, coupled with the 
pedestrian activity underscores the need 
for streetscape upgrades including better 
and complete sidewalks along the length 
of the street.  
 
Traffic Calming 
 
Residents of Pittsburgh participating in the 
workshop identified two east-west streets 
in need of traffic calming devices to slow 
traffic.  They are Rockwell and Fletcher 
Streets.  

Norfolk Southern Railroad Corridor  

The Norfolk Southern rail line is one of the 
busiest in the southeast and Norfolk 
Southern runs a significant number of cars 
past the neighborhood.  The South Yard is 
a major switching yard and it makes up 
the northern and eastern boundary of the 
neighborhood.  Trains are frequently 
stopped on the tracks and at crossings.  
For years Pittsburgh has dealt with 
blocked access to their community at 
two major points:  McDaniel Street at the 
north end of the neighborhood and at 
the four point intersection of University 
Avenue, Capitol Avenue, Ridge Avenue, 
and Hank Aaron Drive near the New 
Schools at Carver.  Trains often sit on the 
tracks at these intersections for 
undetermined lengths of time causing 
drivers to seek alternative means of 
accessing the neighborhood and 
disrupting MARTA’s bus route, often 
resulting in lack of service to the 
neighborhood.  Pedestrians, including 
high school students, must make the 
choice to walk around the train or go 
over it. 
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Transit  

During the Blueprints process, several 
residents identified limited access to 
transit as a major problem within the 
neighborhood.  Currently, there are two 
bus routes that serve the area.  The 
MARTA bus route 11 runs through the 
middle of the neighborhood down 
McDaniel Street, making a loop around 
University Avenue and Garibaldi Street.  
This route terminates at the MARTA Five 
Points transit station in downtown Atlanta.  
Bus route 95 connects to the West End 
transit station and runs south down 
Metropolitan Parkway on the western 
edge of the neighborhood.  The limited 
service and frequency of MARTA buses is 
exacerbated by the blocked access on 
McDaniel Street caused by trains stopping 
on the tracks.  The infrequency and 
limited service of MARTA is a significant 
transportation issue because over one 
third of Pittsburgh residents depend on 
public transit for mobility. 
 
School Zones 
 
In the workshop and meetings, Pittsburgh 
residents identified several areas for 
transportation improvements around 
each of the three schools which serve the 
community, Charles L. Gideons 
Elementary, Walter L. Parks Middle, and 
the New School at Carver.  Two of the 
schools, Gideons Elementary and Parks 
Middle School, are located within 
Pittsburgh.  The New Schools at Carver is 
located at the southeast of Pittsburgh 
and is within walking distance for 
students.  Each of the schools had 
different problems identified, but all 
suggestions lead to improved access, 
walking conditions, and exterior 
environments 
 

Charles L. Gideons Elementary is 
accessed through a series of driveways 
that front on Welch Street to the east of 
the school.  Traffic congestion in this 
area is heavy during drop-off and pick-
up times.  Welch Street is a two-way 
narrow street with dilapidated sidewalks 
on both sides.  The area on the west side 
of the school, which fronts Hobson 
Street, was identified as an area where 
illicit behavior occurs.  Gideons 
Elementary School is separated from the 
street by a tall chain-link fence and 
therefore has no connection with 
Hobson Street. 
 
The streets surrounding Walter L. Parks 
Middle School have been identified as 
areas where illicit behavior occurs before 
and after school.  The community would 
like to see a safer, more positive 
environment around the school that will 
encourage students to attend school and 
discourage behavior that does not 
belong around a middle school. 
 
Several students from The New Schools at 
Carver’s Early College participated in the 
Blueprints meetings and community 
workshop.  The students identified access 
in and out of the school’s campus as a 
major issue.  The main entrance to the 
campus is located south of University 
Avenue at McDonough Boulevard.  
Students are frequently forced to cross 
the railroad at the four-point intersection 
of University Avenue, Capitol Avenue, 
Ridge Avenue, and Hank Aaron Drive 
while a train is stopped or traveling 
through the crossing.  There is also 
concern regarding the walking conditions 
along University Avenue which many of 
the students from Pittsburgh use to get to 
school. 
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Sidewalk Conditions 

Groundwork in the neighborhood 
revealed a number of streets with poor 
sidewalk conditions.  To the right  is a map 
of sidewalk conditions throughout 
Pittsburgh.  Some of the sidewalks 
appeared to be in good or at least 
functional condition on both sides of the 
street.  Other streets had good sidewalks 
on one side, but either patchy, 
damaged, or a total absence of 
sidewalks on the other. Finally, some 
streets had either no sidewalks at all, or 
bad conditions on both sides. 

 

 

McDaniel Basin Sewer Separation 

The City of Atlanta Department of 
Watershed Management recently began 
a long overdue sewer separation project, 
one of the largest of its kind in the nation.  
The first phase of this colossal public works 
project is in the McDaniel Basin, where 
Pittsburgh is located.  The anticipated 
completion date is scheduled for 
September 2007.  The sewer separation 
work is disrupting traffic routes, blocking 
sidewalks, creating safety hazards, and 
destroying some streets.  These disruptions 
will most likely continue for the next year 

and a half.  The City and the 
subcontractor in charge of 
the sewer separation work 
have promised the 
neighborhood improved 
streetscapes, tree planting, 
and new sidewalks along the 
streets affected by the 
project.    
 
In the initial stages of the 
sewer separation project, the 
Atlanta Workforce 
Development Agency 
sponsored a job fair for 
Pittsburgh and provided 
information on employment 
opportunities for residents.  
The contractor for the project 
is required to fill a certain 
percentage of jobs from the 
neighborhood but only a 
small percentage of 
applicants passed the 
various steps required to 
secure and maintain 
employment.  PCIA is 
continuing to pursue 
readiness training and 
employment opportunities                     

 for residents as the project 
 progresses. 
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Environment and Open Space 
 
Pittsburgh is a neighborhood of rolling hills 
with substantial tree coverage from older, 
healthy trees.  These trees are mostly 
planted in yards and private spaces and 
thus provide little shade to pedestrians.  It 
is important to preserve the existing stock 
of trees and also enhance the pedestrian 
spaces by planting more trees along the 
right of ways.  Trees planted along 
sidewalks will help emphasize the 
pedestrian connections in the 
neighborhood and also accentuate the 
vistas formed due to the unique 
topography. 
 
The primary open space in Pittsburgh is 
Pittman Park located at the very eastern 
edge of the community abutting the 
Norfolk Southern rail yard.  Other 
significant open spaces in the community 
include the school grounds of Charles L. 
Gideons Elementary and the landscaped 
campus of the Salvation Army College of 
Officer Training.  The outdoor recreational 
area at Walter L. Parks Middle School has 
been identified as inadequate in relation 
to the size of the school and the number 
of students. 
 
 
Pittman Park 
 
Pittman Park is the primary park and 
recreational facility in the neighborhood. 
The park provides 11 acres of active and 
passive recreation including a community 
center, an Olympic-sized pool, tennis 
courts, and a baseball field.  In the past, 
Pittman Park has played an integral role in 
binding the community together.  
Community consensus indicates that 
Pittman Park is currently underutilized by 
all age groups.  Although the Department 
of Parks and Recreation has been making 
improvements to the park’s recreational 

center, it has not been in full use for 
several years.  The residents of Pittsburgh 
also expressed their concerns about the 
isolated location and the overall layout of 
the park.   
 

 
 
Some of the key issues that were 
expressed during the community 
workshops include:  
 
• The park is not centrally located in the 

community. 
 
• The topography of Pittsburgh makes 

the park seem further away from the 
main activity on McDaniel Street. 

 
• The parcels surrounding the park are 

not in a good condition. It is 
surrounded by boarded up houses, 

Pittman Park: Edge Conditions 
& Layout 
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dilapidated structures and vacant 
parcels with illegal dumping. 

 

• The children’s playground is hidden 
behind the recreational center 
building. There is no way to keep an 
eye on the kids playing. 

 
• The park has been undergoing 

improvements and renovations over 
the past two years and services have 
been disrupted. 

 
• The introduction of the rail yard by 

Norfolk Southern worsened the edge 
conditions of the park. 

 
• New residents in the neighborhood 

are not aware of the park’s existence. 
 
• The park does not provide activities for 

all age groups including senior citizens. 
 
• The amount of community activity in 

the park has reduced over the years. 
 

Brownfields 

Owing to their proximity to the railroad 
and old industrial land, some properties in 
Pittsburgh are susceptible to 
environmental contamination.  Two areas 
facing environmental hazards are the 
eastern edge of the neighborhood 
abutting the railroad and the northern tip 
surrounded by old industrial properties.  A 
small portion of Pittsburgh that extends 
beyond the Norfolk Southern rail line 
contains vacant industrial sites that are in 
a state of severe deterioration.  
Redevelopment of these abandoned 
industrial and commercial sites, termed 
brownfields, is complicated by the fact 
that the properties are potentially 
environmentally contaminated.   
 

Brownfields pose a serious threat to the 
health and well being of neighborhood 
residents. Contaminants on the site can 
include petroleum hydrocarbons, lead, 
and construction debris with lead paint or 
asbestos.  Clean-up of environmental 
contamination is expensive and without 
incentives for redevelopment, 
contaminated properties may continue 
to pose public health hazards.  The 
federal government and many local 
jurisdictions have put in place brownfield 
redevelopment programs and special 
funds are allocated towards site 
cleanups.   

 

 

      Pittsburgh Environmental Hazards 
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Oil Pit 

A large, abandoned oil pit is located at 
the entrance to the community on 
McDaniel Street, across from the 
redevelopment site of the former 
Pittsburgh Civic League Apartments.  
Once used by Norfolk Southern railroad 
maintenance operations as an oil and 
water separator, the oil pit has remained 
for years as a potentially contaminated 
site and an eyesore to the community.  
 

 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region IV, is investigating the site to 
determine the ownership of the property, 

the contents of the pit, and whether or 
not it is in violation with environmental 
laws. 
 
 
Urban Design 
 
The Pittsburgh neighborhood is a unique 
community. In the first steering committee 
meeting, residents talked about the 
historic character of the community and 
the pride they have in living in the 
neighborhood. Even in the preliminary 
analysis, it was evident that the 
community had a very distinct urban 
structure and framework.  
 
Pittsburgh contains dense urban blocks 
with a grid network of streets laid over 
significant topographical shifts.  The 
uneven topography isolates the 
neighborhood from its neighboring 
communities and divides the community 
internally into two parts, east and west 
along McDaniel Street.  The grade 
differences can be seen as both a 
challenge to Pittsburgh as well as an 
asset.   
 
Historic Resources 
 
Pittsburgh, one of the oldest 
neighborhoods in Atlanta, formed after 
the Civil War and in times of racial 
segregation, and has much historic 
significance.  PCIA in coordination with 
the Atlanta Urban Design Commission 
(AUDC) completed the steps necessary to 
apply for National Register Historic status 
and in June 2006 Pittsburgh was 
approved for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NR). Once 
listed on the NR, properties are 
automatically listed on the Georgia 
Register.  Pittsburgh can decide if it would 
like to pursue Local Historic District status. 
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      Norfolk Southern Oil Pit 
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The juncture of McDaniel Street with 
University Avenue and with Stephens 
Street could be used strategically to 
demarcate entry into the community and 
to express its historic character. 
 
Streetscape Improvements 
 
Overall, the conditions of Pittsburgh’s 
streets vary dramatically from good to 
extremely dilapidated. The McDaniel 
Street thoroughfare is in good condition 
but the sidewalks are not.  Where the 
surface of sidewalks is unbroken, the 
sidewalk itself is too narrow or ends 
abruptly halfway down the street. There 
are very few street lights that function 
properly. Though there are trees along 
the street, they are not planned and 
follow no set streetscape pattern.  Some 
of the residents voiced concern at the 
workshop that too many of the young 
people in the neighborhood walk down 
the middle of the street, rather than the 
sidewalks.  This may be an attitudinal 
behavior but it is likely due to broken or 
missing sidewalks in the neighborhood.  
 
Nodal Development 
 
Currently, Pittsburgh is underserved with 
retail and basic services.  Workshop 
participants have expressed their desire 
to see more retail along McDaniel Street.  
Considering the current economic state 
of the neighborhood, retail development 
is more suitable at nodes along McDaniel 
Street rather than along the length of the 
street.   
 
The junction of McDaniel Street with Mary 
Street is currently functioning as a retail 
node for the neighborhood.  Being 
central to the neighborhood, it has 
potential for higher density development. 
This could also be extended to Arthur 
Street, which has an existing grocery store 
that does not adequately serve the 

neighborhood.  As the neighborhood 
grows, nodal development could be a 
model for redeveloping McDaniel Street 
and reviving its vitality that residents 
fondly remember.  
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A primary component of the Blueprints 
process is the community design 
workshop.  The workshop allows the 
Steering Committee members and 
residents the opportunity to test potential 
solutions to the issues identified in the first 
two meetings.  For the outcome to be 
successful PCIA staff and interns stressed 
the importance of getting as many 
residents involved in the workshop as 
possible.  The citizen participation process 
was led by PCIA interns who conducted a 
door to door and personal phone call 
campaign to reach the residents they 
had identified as the most likely to 
participate.  More than the traditional 
visioning and design exercise, the 
workshop was described to the residents 
as an action-oriented workshop to solicit 
residents’ input on proposed action items 
and tangible outcomes; some which 
could be implemented immediately.   
 
On April 1, 2006, the Blueprints Pittsburgh 
Steering Committee, residents, and the 
attendees of the regularly scheduled 
monthly PCIA community meeting held 
on the same day, were invited to 
participate in the Blueprints Pittsburgh 
Community Design Workshop at Charles L. 
Gideons Elementary School.  
Approximately 60 people attended and 
nearly one third of the participants were 
community residents.  The purpose of the 
workshop was to allow participants the 
opportunity to review the students’ work 
in progress, to provide input on the assets 
and challenges developed in the two 
previous meetings, and to give feedback 
on the proposed solutions and 
recommended priorities.  Maps of the 
neighborhood, representing each of the 
categories of the Urban Design 

Framework, were displayed on the wall.  
The maps were the students’ spatial 
interpretations of the identified issues and 
challenges, and the potential solutions for 
the community.  Using the maps as a 
reference, participants were encouraged 
to ask questions of the Blueprints 
professionals and the Georgia Tech 
students, and to provide input. 
 
After review of the Blueprints process to 
date and a presentation of the Georgia 
Tech Team’s work in progress, the 
stakeholders divided up into groups for a 
table and mapping exercise led by pairs 
of students.  Discussion and dialog 
between the students and stakeholders 
yielded new ideas and fresh perspective 
on the neighborhood’s challenges, the 
proposed solutions, and the priorities most 
important to residents.  Each group made 
a presentation of the results of their 
discussions and the participants’ input 
was used in the students’ final analysis, 
proposed solutions, and action items 
described in the remainder of this report. 
 
The Georgia Tech team’s analysis focuses 
on the assets and challenges identified by 
the community and the natural and 
physical aspects of each.  The Urban 
Design Framework brings a design 
approach to the analysis and assists in the 
development of potential solutions to 
Pittsburgh’s challenges. 
 
The Georgia Tech Urban Design Team 
heard from the community that they 
have had enough of “promises not kept”.  
There have been too many planning and 
visioning exercises over the past twelve 
years that have resulted in little or no 
changes for Pittsburgh.  The Blueprints 
Pittsburgh process seeks to create 
opportunities for change.  The community 
identified their priorities; the Georgia Tech 
Team identified possible solutions, and 
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provided resources to begin the process 
of positive change.  
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development 
 
Existing Employers 
 
Historically high unemployment is one of 
the greatest contributors to the 
community’s impoverished character.  
Pittsburgh must leverage the area’s major 
employers, including Carey Limousines, 

Overhead Door Company, Salvation 
Army, and Southeastern Stages, in an 
effort to reduce local unemployment. 
PCIA should develop a strategy of 
matching the needs of nearby employers 
with those of area residents.  Such a plan 
may require a formalized method of 
placing people with jobs or may simply 
demand that PCIA or other 
neighborhood organizations initiate a 
dialogue with Pittsburgh employers to 
identify those factors which have 
inhibited the hiring of local residents.   
 

 
McDaniel Basin Sewer 
Separation Project 
 
Prior to completion, the 
McDaniel Basin sewer 
separation project may 
offer tangible 
employment benefits to 
residents.  In order to take 
full advantage of these 
and other job 
opportunities, several 
residents participating in 
the Blueprints workshop 
suggested having some 
community services in the 
area, such as a Job 
Training Center and Drug 
Treatment and 
Counseling Center.   
 
Resources: 
 
Atlanta Workforce 
Development Agency, 
404.658.9675  
 
City of Atlanta Department of 
Watershed Management, 
404.330.6081 
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Land Use 
 
Mixed-Use Zoning and Nodal 
Development 
 
To accommodate more retail, office, and 
commercial services for the 
neighborhood,  McDaniel Street needs 
more commercial or mixed-use zoning.  
Although the current market of the 
neighborhood will not support 
commercial uses along the entire length 
of McDaniel Street, these uses could be 
concentrated in nodes at some of the 
major intersections, such as with Rockwell, 
Mary, and Fletcher Streets.  The 
intersection of McDaniel Street with Mary 
Street is currently functioning as a retail 
node for the neighborhood and has 
potential for higher density development.  
Nodal development could be extended 
to Arthur Street, which currently has a 
grocery store that is inadequate to serve 
the neighborhood.  There are funds 

available in the BeltLine TAD, which 
includes the entire length of McDaniel 
Street. 
 
Mixed-use zoning would allow retail or 
offices at street level, while still having the 
flexibility to provide housing on the 
second floor.  This type of redevelopment 
at several key intersections along 
McDaniel Street could start to revive a 
‘Main Street’ character, providing a 
vibrant public space for the 
neighborhood residents to use and enjoy.    
The increase in activity would likely 
increase the safety along this corridor.   
 

 
Recommendations: 
 
• Create a redevelopment 

strategy for the most 
important nodes, such as at       
McDaniel/Mary Streets and 
McDaniel/Arthur Streets.  

• Redevelop available nodal 
properties with the help of 
community development 
partners.  PCIA could initiate 
such partnerships. 

• Ensure the inclusion of 
mixed-use zoning in the 
redevelopment plans for 
early TAD allocation for the 
BeltLine. 

 
 
 
 

                                                             Proposed McDaniel Street streetscape 
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Resources: 
 
PCIA, 404.522.9331, www.pcia-atl.org 
 
ANDP, 404.552.2637 
 
Georgia Tech Studio (for developing a design), 
404.894.2350 
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com 
 
Narrow Lot Sizes 
 
The lack of flexibility in the zoning code 
may be restraining redevelopment from 
occurring in the areas of the 
neighborhood with multiple narrow lots.  
The strategy for developing these parcels, 
especially along McDaniel Street, could 
be rezoning them to districts that allow 
zero-lot-line residential or town homes.  
There are several potential benefits with 
this type of rezoning.  Zero-lot zoning 
permits buildings to be constructed up to 
the side lot line on one side, and town 
home zoning allows both sides to extend 
to the lot line.  This alleviates the 
constraints of trying to build a house that 
is only 10-15 feet wide. Townhouse scale 
development might be appropriate 
along some of the major roads in the 
neighborhood.  Second, zero-lot or town 
home development produces shared 
walls that would reduce heating and 
construction costs, lessening some of the 
living expenses of the residents. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
• Consider zero-lot line or town home 

zoning for the narrow lot parcels on 
McDaniel Street. 

 
Resource: 
 
• Atlanta City Council representatives, 

404.330.6030 
 
 

Vacant Property  
 
The City of Atlanta’s Code Enforcement 
Bureau is understaffed and cannot 
handle the many code violations in 
Pittsburgh and other neighborhoods.  
The Bureau has recently announced the 
reactivation of the Neighborhood 
Deputies Program to train residents in 
the reporting of code violations.   
 
Recommendations:  
 
• Utilize the Neighborhood Deputies 

Program for reporting code violations. 
• Coordinate with the 30310 Mortgage 

Fraud Task Force to educate property 
owners about fraudulent real estate 
practices and the importance of 
documenting homeownership so that 
property upkeep continues in case of 
death. 

 
Resources: 
 
Neighborhood Deputies Program Coordinator: 
Corliss Claire, 404.330.6197 
 
Fulton County Tax Commissioner: 404.730.6100 
 
30310 Mortgage Fraud Task Force: Jeanne Mills, 
404.753.6265 
 
Illegal Dumping 
 
Illegal dumping is one of the most visible 
issues of the Pittsburgh neighborhood, but 
potentially one of the easiest to address.  
With good leadership from organizations 
such as PCIA and faith-based groups, 
Pittsburgh could organize clean-up days.  
These events would function not only for 
neighborhood beautification, but also for 
increased community pride and 
cohesiveness.  Another possibility is to 
employ homeless or unemployed persons 
to clean up the neighborhood in 
exchange for food or financial 
compensation. 
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A resource currently available to 
Pittsburgh is the Atlanta Trash Troopers.  
Organized by Mayor Shirley Franklin and 
Councilmember Cleta Winslow, this 
program targets environmental hazards 
and illegal dumping.  Trash Troopers can 
provide right-of-way grass cutting, 
cleaning of vacant lots, clearing of illegal 
dumping, and environmental cleanups.  
A version of the ‘Illegal Dumping’ map on 
page 17 could be given to the Trash 
Troopers.   
 
Resources: 
 
City of Atlanta, Bureau of Code Enforcement, 
404.330.6190 
 
Trash Troopers, 404.330.6333 
 
 
BeltLine TAD – University Avenue 
 
Pittsburgh should take action immediately 
to consider what they want to see the 
industrial land south of University Avenue 
become in the future.  In addition, the 
community needs to collaborate with 
adjacent neighborhoods to be sure they 
have a unified vision.  The more 
supporters Pittsburgh can get for a 
redevelopment plan, and the quicker it 
can be put together, the greater the 
chances that Pittsburgh and NPU-V will 
have influence on the future of the 
BeltLine. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
• Propose a redevelopment plan for 

University Avenue for the BeltLIne TAD.  
 
Resources: 
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com 
 
BeltLine Network: Elizabeth Coyle, 
ebcoyle@mindspring.com 

BeltLine Partnership, 404.446.4400, www.beltline.org 
 
City of Atlanta – BeltLine Planning Unit: Ryan Gravel, 
404.330.6145, rgravel@atlantaga.gov 
 
NPU-V, City of Atlanta, Deon Franklin, 404.330.6910 
 
 
Transportation & Infrastructure 
 
School Zones 
 
Some of the suggested improvements 
for the school zones can be 
implemented relatively quickly.  Some 
will need to focus on longer-term solutions 
as part of a larger project.   
 
Charles L. Gideons Elementary School 
 
Recommendations: 
  
• Make Welch Street a southbound 

one-way street and convert Hobson 
Street into a northbound one-way 
street.  This would create a one-way 
loop around the school, ease traffic 
flow, and create a greater sense of 
security on Hobson Street because of 
increased activity.  
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Conversion of streets around Gideons 
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• Alternatively, turn Welch Street in front 
of the school into a boulevard style 
street through the use of wider 
sidewalks, street trees, and improved 
lighting.  All sidewalks directly 
adjacent to the school grounds should 
be improved to foster a safe walking 
environment. 

 
Walter L. Parks Middle School 
 
Recommendations: 
 
• Establish a ‘No Cruise Zone’ on the 

block surrounding the school that will 
formalize the unlawfulness of the 
activities that are currently occurring. 

 
• Create a stronger adult presence on 

the street by placing school 
administrators, campus security 
officers, or neighborhood volunteers 
on the block during drop-off and pick-
up times. 

 
New Schools at Carver 
 
Recommendations:  
 
• Use the Slater Elementary access 

along Pryor Road as a preferred 
pedestrian access to Carver High 
School.  This portion of Pryor Road is 
currently under streetscape 
improvements from the school’s 
entrance north to the underpass of 
the BeltLine.   

 
• Extend the Pryor Road streetscape 

north to University and tie it into the 
University Avenue streetscape to 
provide a safer walking experience for 
Carver students coming from the west. 

 
Resources: 
 
Department of Watershed Management, City of 
Atlanta, 404.330.6081: Welch Street and Hobson 

Street around Charles L. Gideons Elementary will be 
under construction during the McDaniel Basin     
sewer separation project.  Careful attention should 
be paid to the re-design of the streets after 
completion of the project.   
 
City of Atlanta Quality of Life Bond Fund Program, 
404.330.6739:  Additional funding for sidewalks, 
streetscapes, and intersection improvements can 
be obtained through the City’s Quality of Life Bond 
Fund.  This is a series of bonds that can be issued 
annually by the City Council.  In 2000, there were 
$150 million in bonds issued to be distributed 
evenly among the 12 council districts.   
 
The Atlanta Public School system (APS), 
404.802.3500:  APS recently established a joint 
taskforce with the City of Atlanta to prioritize 
sidewalk improvements around schools. 
 
BeltLine Tax Allocation District, Atlanta BeltLine Inc. 
- ADA, 404.880.4100: The intersection at the New 
Schools at Carver is included in the BeltLine Tax 
Allocation District.    
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Intersection near New Schools at Carver 

North ▼

 
 

Remedy for the intersection 
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Railroad Intersections  
 
Recommendations: 
 
• The neighborhood has been 

in conversation with Norfolk 
Southern regarding their 
concerns about access at 
McDaniel Street and the 
University Avenue and Capitol 
Avenue four-way intersection.  
Norfolk Southern has shown 
an interest in working with the 
neighborhood and NPU-V to 
improve both intersections. 

 
• A possible improvement for 

the University Avenue/Capitol 
Avenue intersection would be 
to make Ridge Avenue 
intersect with Hank Aaron 
Drive further north.  Further 
improvements could be made by 
narrowing the street across the 
railroad and providing streetscaping. 

 
• The neighborhood can continue to 

work with Norfolk Southern to establish 
a consistent schedule of when the 
McDaniel Street crossing will be 
blocked.  This schedule can be posted 
or warning lights can be installed at 
the intersection prior to the crossing so 
vehicles have the chance to take an 
alternate route. 

 
Resources:  
 
Continued interaction between PCIA, NPU-V, and 
Norfolk Southern. PCIA, 404.522.9331, www.pcia-
atl.org. 
 
City, State, and U.S. Representatives can help keep 
dialogue open with Norfolk Southern. 
 
Improvements at both of these intersections may 
be funded through the BeltLine TAD, 404.880.4100. 
 
 

     
Transit Options 
 
Limited access to transit is a major 
problem within the neighborhood.  
Currently there are two bus routes that 
serve the area.  Bus route 11 runs through 
the middle of the neighborhood down 
McDaniel Street, making a loop around 
University Avenue and Garibraldi Street.  
This route terminates at Five Points transit 
station in downtown Atlanta.  Bus route 95 
connects to the West End transit station 
and runs south down Metropolitan 
Parkway on the western edge of the 
neighborhood.   
 
Recommendations: 
 
• Expand routes to include additional 

local areas within the neighborhood. 
• Make additional connections through 

MARTA routes or shuttle buses to the 
West End transit station. 
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• Possible connection to West End from 
the south can be made through Adair 
Park by using Allene Avenue and Lee 
Street. 

 
Resource: 
 
MARTA, 404.848.5000: Neighborhood and/or NPU-V 
partnership with MARTA to establish better local 
routes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sidewalk Conditions 
 
Recommendations:    
 
• It is important that Pittsburgh and 

NPU-V try to form some concrete 
plans for sidewalk improvements to 
better their chances for Tax Allocation 
District (TAD) funding.  The BeltLine TAD 
could fund sidewalk improvements 

along the major roads (McDaniel 
Street, University Avenue, and 
Metropolitan Avenue). 

 
• Pittsburgh should open 

communications with Atlanta 
Public Schools, and discuss the 
conditions of neighborhood 
sidewalks.  It is important that 
children have reliable and safe 
walking routes to and from school.  

Resources:  

Quality of Life Bond Program, 404.330.6739: The 
City of Atlanta offers General Obligation Bonds 
to fund capital improvement projects.  The 
revenue for the bonds is produced through 
Atlanta’s ‘ad valorem’ property taxes.  The city 
offers $8 million each fiscal year for projects 
such as sidewalk improvement, public plazas, 
greenspace, and traffic control devices.  
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com 
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Traffic Calming 

Three possibilities for traffic calming on 
Rockwell and Fletcher Streets include a 
chicane, a chocker, and a speed hump.  
A consensus from the community should 
be reached before any improvements 
are made as these devices can elicit 
strong positive and negative reactions.  

 
Resources: 
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com 
 
Metropolitan Atlanta Safe Routes to School 
program, a Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT) and Federal Highway Administration 
collaboration, Georgia Safe Routes to School 
Program, 404.656.2005.  
 
 
McDaniel Basin Sewer Separation 
 
The community may wish to take a more 
involved role in the decisions of where 
public money is spent in Pittsburgh.  
Instead of limiting streetscape 
improvements to those areas immediately 
affected by the McDaniel Basin sewer 
separation project, Pittsburgh residents 
may wish to pursue a broader strategy of 
improving the streets in the 
neighborhood. For example, money 
scheduled for spending along a street 
torn up by the sewer separation project 
may produce greater results along streets 
elsewhere in the community. With 
assistance of the subcontracting firm and 
the City, Pittsburgh may attempt to 
channel proposed streetscape 
improvements to those areas in most 
need, regardless of whether or not the 
street was affected by the sewer 
separation work. 
 
Recommendation:   
 
• Prioritize street improvements such as: 

- sidewalks 
- street lighting 
- street trees 

 
Resources:  
  
City of Atlanta, Department of Watershed 
Management, 404.330.6081 
 

 
 
 
            
  
              

         34 

 
 
 
            
  
              

        35 

 

Choker: 

Speed Hump: 
 

Chicane: 
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McDaniel Basin Sewer Separation 
Project and Sidewalk Repair  
 
The contractor, Rockdale Pipeline, states 
that new sidewalks would be installed 
once the McDaniel Basin Sewer 
Separation project is completed; 
however, there will still be several streets 
that need sidewalk repairs.  The map on 
the following page shows the location of 
sewer separation work as compared with 
locations that need sidewalk repairs.  The 
red colored streets are ones that will not 
be covered by the sewer separation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

project and will need an alternative 
source of funding. 
 
Recommendation: 
   
• Coordinate sidewalk repair with the 

McDaniel Basin Sewer Separation 
Project. 

 
Resources: 
 
City of Atlanta, Department of Watershed 
Management, 404.330.6081 
 
City of Atlanta Quality of Life Bond Funds, 
404.330.6739 
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Environment and Open Space 

Tree Planting  

Adding street trees in Pittsburgh would 
create more greenery, beautify the 
streets, create shaded areas for 
pedestrians, and enhance community 
pride. Trees in Pittsburgh would also help 
reduce some of the air and noise 
pollution levels that the community faces 
due to its proximity to industrial sites, 
railroads, and the interstate.  Tree planting 
in Pittsburgh would provide green 
connections in the neighborhood. 
 
A tree planting effort in Pittsburgh could 
be carried out in conjunction with some 

of the proposed streetscape 
improvement projects in the community, 
such as those on University Avenue and 
Metropolitan Parkway, and on streets 
affected by the McDaniel Basin sewer 
separation project.  It is important that 
PCIA and residents come together and 
identify streets for the first phase in tree 
planting.  
 
Another funding opportunity for 
streetscape improvements on McDaniel 
could be the BeltLine TAD.  The map 
below shows some of the most critical 
potential streetscape projects, including 
tree planting, identified by residents 
during the community workshops.   
 

   Recommendations: 
 
• Initiate a tree inventory and 

tree planting for Pittsburgh. 
 
Resources:  
 
Georgia Forestry Commission, tree 
inventory and planting, Susan Reisch, 
678.476.6227 
 
Trees Atlanta and Neighborwoods:  
Planting and maintenance, 404.522.4097 
 
BetlLine Partnership: 404.446.4400 
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Brownfields 
 
The BeltLine TAD funds can be an 
important resource for the 
redevelopment of old industrial sites in 
Pittsburgh.  According to the Atlanta 
Development Authority some BeltLine TAD 
funds will be available for brownfield 
cleanups or to jump-start development in 
historically underdeveloped areas.  The 
BeltLine redevelopment plan explicitly 
delineates the two industrial areas in 
Pittsburgh as potential redevelopment 
sites.  The community needs to decide 
whether or not industrial land use should 
be redeveloped or retained as industrial 
use, depending on whether maintaining 
these jobs is a priority for the 
neighborhood. 
 
Recommendations:   
 
• Consider proposing the use of TAD 

funds to support improvement, 
expansion, and Brownfield cleanup of 
the various businesses in the 
neighborhood. 

• Assure that some proportion of the 
new jobs created would include 
obligations for job readiness, job 
training, and employment programs 
for Pittsburgh residents. 

 
Resources: 
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com 
 
 
Oil Pit 
 
An Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) On Scene Coordinator visited the 
site, took photographs, and recorded 
Global Positioning System (GPS) 
coordinates.  The EPA is currently looking 
into the ownership of the property to find 
out information on the contents of the pit 

and whether the storage is in compliance 
with environmental laws.  If the EPA 
determines that the pit is illegal, they will 
contact the State of Georgia and meet 
with them to determine what actions to 
take.  Options include forcing 
compliance by the owner or using federal 
money to clean up the site. 
 
Recommendation: 
   
• Monitor EPA’s progress of the oil pit 

investigation. 
 
Resources: 
 
EPA Region IV, Bill Patton, 404.562.8632, 
patton.bill@epamail.gov 
 
 
Pittman Park 
 
The topography of Pittsburgh makes the 
park seem distant from the community.  
There are no proper pedestrian 
connections to reach the park.  An 
improved streetscape on Arthur Street, to 
include better lighting and sidewalks, 
could make Arthur Street more of a 
greenway connecting the community 
center at the Salvation Army with the 
recreation center at Pittman Park. 
 
 Recommendations: 
 
• In the 2001 Pittsburgh Community 

Redevelopment Plan, it was noted 
that the existing facilities in the park 
are in need of major repair and 
upgrades.  The City of Atlanta 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
has currently undertaken some of the 
improvement initiatives dealing with 
the recreational center. The 
redevelopment plan also addressed 
the possibility of general park 
improvements to Pittman Park through 
the Adopt-a-Park program at the City  
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of Atlanta and Park Pride, which are 
expected by 2016. 

 
• Pittman Park is identified as a part of 

the TAD in the BeltLine 
Redevelopment Plan, which will entitle 
it to receive funding.  The following 
changes and improvement options for 
the park were identified in the 
community workshop: 

 
 

- The Salvation Army has proposed a 
new community recreation center 
in Pittsburgh. It is important that the 
community, PCIA, the Salvation 
Army and Park Pride coordinate 
the programming of the two 
recreational centers, to make both 
facilities equally attractive for the 
residents. 

 
- Pittsburgh has the benefit of being 

home to two Atlanta public 
schools. The schools should be 
encouraged to use the park more 
often for their activities. This would 
ensure active use of the park. 

 
• A walking path is needed to connect 

the proposed BeltLine south of 
University Avenue to Pittman Park. 

 
• The placement of the playground and 

tennis courts at the far edge of the 
park makes the areas seem unsafe.  
Some of the additional funding for the 
park could be utilized to redesign the 
park area and push the play lot and 
courts towards Delevan Street. 

 
• The reconfiguration of the park could 

make room for passive recreation 
spaces including shaded seating 
areas which could be enjoyed by 
senior citizens as well as families. 

 

• The park might also benefit from some 
added amenities like a jogging trail 
and soccer field. 

 
• Code enforcement of some of the 

parcels surrounding Pittman Park 
could lead to a better perception of 
security. 

 
• A green buffer along the park edge 

abutting the railroad tracks could 
make the park seem safer and further 
away from the railroad.  

 
• Pittman Park is associated with 

community pride in Pittsburgh.  
Scheduling community activities in the 
park significantly contributes toward 
the maintenance of the park and 
making it an important resource for 
the community. 

 
Resources: 
 
Park Pride Atlanta, 404.817.6761 
 
City of Atlanta Quality of Life Bond Program, 
404.330.6739 
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com 
 
 
Urban Design 
 
Although Metropolitan Parkway and 
University Avenue form edges of the 
community, both could be modified into 
seams allowing for greater connectivity 
with neighboring communities. 
 
The intersection of McDaniel Street with 
University Avenue at the south and with 
Stephens Street at the north form entry 
points into the community.  These could 
be used strategically to demarcate entry 
into the community and to express its 
historic character. 
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Streetscape Improvements 
 
Streetscape improvements can 
dramatically enhance the community 
character of Pittsburgh while indirectly 
affecting improvement on individual lots 
(see map on page 37.)   
 
Recommendations: 
 
• Sidewalk improvements 
• Streetlights 
• Street Trees 
• Kiosks 
• Crosswalks  
• Bike lanes 
• Bus shelters and benches 
• Street signs and Street sign toppers 
• Way-finding signs to significant 

landmarks 
 
Resources: 
 
City of Atlanta, Department of Watershed 
Management, 404.330.6081: The City of Atlanta 
sewer separation project has promised to put in 
sidewalks and street trees wherever streets are 
excavated for the sewer separation project. 
 

Georgia Forestry Commission, 678.476.6227: The 
GFC has indicated interested in planting trees on 
streets designated by the community. 
 
City of Atlanta Quality of Life Bond Program, 
404.330.6739: This funding is exclusively available 
for streetscape improvements in the city, and is 
accessed through city council members. 
 
MARTA, 404.848.5000: MARTA has promised in the 
past to install bus shelters. 
 
PEDS Atlanta, 404.522.3666; Pedestrians Educating 
Drivers on Safety (PEDS) has resources to facilitate 
crosswalks and signalized intersections to help 
pedestrians and to provide street signs. 
 
PCIA development partners may assist with sign 
toppers unique to the neighborhood. PCIA, 
404.522.9331, www.pcia-atl.org. 
 
Atlanta Bicycle Campaign, 404.881.1112: ABC can 
help install bike lanes and SHARE (Share the Road) 
signs.  
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com: BeltLine TAD includes 
University Avenue and McDaniel Street. 
Improvements to these streets could be made with 
TAD funding. 
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University Avenue Streetscape 
 
The parcel south of University is scheduled 
to be redeveloped in a relatively short 
timeframe.  The city has already identified 
University Avenue as one of the streets 
slated for major transportation 
improvements including road widening.  
Since the southern half of the street is tied 
to the uncertainty about the use of the 
parcel, the project for street improvement 
could be delayed. However, 
improvements to the northern half of the 
street could be initiated immediately as 
little change will occur on this side. This 
would ensure better sidewalks for the 
students walking to the New Schools at 
Carver and also improve the connectivity 
between Pittsburgh and Adair Park. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
• Improve sidewalk conditions, street 

lighting and street trees on the north 
edge of University Avenue. 

 
Resources:  
 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. – ADA, 404.880.4100, 
www.beltlinecommunity.com 
 
 
Edge with the Railroad 
 
The edge that the neighborhood shares 
with the railroad is a difficult challenge 
due to the incompatibility of the railroad 
with the neighborhood beside it.  
However there can be steps taken to 
mitigate the harsh effect of railroad 
activity.  Trees could be planted to create 
a buffer, especially along the edge 
shared with Pittman Park.  Norfolk 
Southern railroad authorities recently 
acknowledged the safety hazards due to 
direct access to railroad property.  A 
buffer of trees and shrubbery could 
prevent a possible mishap and will 

enhance the visual character of the 
edge.  The Georgia Forestry Commission 
and Trees Atlanta could partner with the 
community to initiate the tree planting 
and maintenance.  
 
Recommendation:  
 
• Plant and maintain a buffer of trees.  
 
Resources: 
 
Georgia Forestry Commission, Susan Reisch, 
678.476.6227 
 
Trees Atlanta, 404.522.4097 
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PCIA staff, Board members, and the 
Blueprints Pittsburgh Steering Committee 
reviewed the recommendations and 
possible solutions to challenges.  The result 
of these discussions is a list of short, mid-
term, and long-range actions for the 
community to pursue.   The main 
organizational entity for the community is 
PCIA.  Partner agencies include the 
BeltLine Partnership, Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, Salvation Army, Mayor’s 
Office of Weed and Seed, and the City of 
Atlanta.  Supporting agencies include the 
Atlanta Public Schools, Georgia Forestry 
Commission, and ANDP.  The PCIA may 
need to form a committee with the key 
partners and supporting agencies to 
further plan the implementation 
strategies.  In addition, it will take the 
long-term commitment and combined 
support from community members, 
partners, and funders to complete these 
actions. 

 
Short-Term Actions 
 

 Request “Pittsburgh” sign toppers for 
all street signs in the neighborhood.  
Sign toppers would help bring further 
unity to the neighborhood and 
publicly announce Pittsburgh’s pride, 
history, and sense of place.  PCIA 
could request the funds from the City 
of Atlanta Quality of Life Bond Fund.  

 
 Install “No Cruising” signs at Walter L. 

Parks Middle School and Charles L. 
Gideons Elementary School to 
increase neighborhood awareness of 

safety and reduce the number of illicit 
behaviors which are occurring around 
Pittsburgh’s two schools.  Ensure that 
there is a security officer present in the 
morning and afternoon to insure 
enforcement. 

 
 To provide better communication for 

residents, request the use of the former 
CODA (Centennial Olympics 
Development Authority) information 
kiosks for Pittsburgh.  Reuse the way-
finding system to lead visitors to 
significant landmarks in the 
neighborhood. 

 
Mid-Term Actions 
 

 Coordinate tree plantings, sidewalks, 
and street improvements with the City 
of Atlanta Department of Watershed 
Management’s McDaniel Basin Sewer 
Separation project. 

 
 

 Coordinate with the Atlanta Public 
Schools to improve sidewalks around 
Walter L. Parks Middle School and 
Charles L. Gideons Elementary School. 

 

 
Short-Term Actions 
 

 Continue discussions with Norfolk 
Southern Railroad to improve the 
predictability and timing of street 
blockage by  trains on McDaniel 
Street. 

 
Mid-Term Actions 
 

 Continue discussions with Norfolk 
Southern, Georgia Department of 
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Transportation, and City of Atlanta to 
make improvements to intersections 
adjacent to the New Schools at 
Carver. 

 
Long-Term Actions 
 

 Meet with MARTA about the 
possibilities of using smaller buses, 
improving frequency of service, and 
considering bus access to West End 
MARTA station. 

 

 
Short-Term Actions 
 

 Pursue adoption of zoning changes 
from R4 to C-1 at nodes along 
McDaniel Street and seek 
incorporation of the Blueprints report 
into the Atlanta Comprehensive 
Development Plan. 

 
 Consider merits of local historic 

designation, keeping in mind the cost 
and time impacts on home 
improvement and new housing. 

 
 Design redevelopment of University 

Avenue to include good sidewalks 
and pedestrian amenities. 
Improvements to the north side of 
University could begin now. 

 
 Consider whether to support zero-lot-

line rezoning to permit some town 
house development in conjunction 
with nodal development along 
McDaniel Street. 

 
Mid-Term Actions 
 

 Propose using the BeltLine TAD to 
fund McDaniel Street nodal 
development focused on Mary 

Street and a couple of blocks north 
and south. 

 
 Propose using TAD funds to improve 

infrastructure, such as sidewalks, tree 
planting, and lighting for the length of 
McDaniel Street. 

 
Long-Term Actions 
 

 Propose using TAD funds to support 
improvement, expansion, and 
brownfield clean-up of the 
abandoned industrial sites in the 
neighborhood, ensuring that a 
proportion of new jobs created would 
include job readiness and training for 
Pittsburgh residents. 

 
 Maintain industrial and commercial 

land uses in the BeltLine TAD to 
provide job opportunities and 
economic development as part of the 
redevelopment. 

 
 Set aside TAD funds for development 

of affordable housing.  PCIA will be a 
leading partner in housing 
development.  

 
Short-Term Actions 
 

 Follow up with Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division and 
U.S.Environmental Protection Agency 
(U.S. EPA Region IV) on status of clean-
up and removal of the oil pit. 
 

 Discuss with Norfolk Southern their offer 
of the oil pit land parcel to PCIA using 
the advice of pro bono legal counsel 
for PCIA. 
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 Follow-up with the Georgia Forestry 
Commission, Hands on Atlanta, and 
Trees Atlanta to train and lead 
residents in a tree Inventory and 
neighborhood tree planting in early 
2007.   
 

 Initiate a meeting between City of 
Atlanta Department of Parks and 
Recreation and Salvation Army to 
discuss the coordination of program 
activities and services offered by 
each of the their respective recreation 
centers on Arthur Street. 

 
Mid-Term Actions 

 
 Ensure that the activities in Pittman 

Park are visible and accessible. 
 

 Provide new activities for increased 
use of the Pittman Park.  

 
 Investigate the steps necessary to 

transform brownfield sites into desired 
neighborhood land uses. 

 
Long-Term Actions 
 

 Use TAD funds to pay for the remainder 
of the Pittsburgh Redevelopment Plan 
recommendations (the portion that is 
not budgeted by the Parks 
Department). 

 
 Propose TAD funds for a walking path 

connecting the BeltLine to Pittman 
Park. 
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Coordinators & Staff 
Susan Kidd, Georgia Conservancy 
Carolyn Rader, Georgia Conservancy 
Crystal Jackson Budd, Georgia Conservancy 
Felicia Davis, Georgia Conservancy 
Patty McIntosh, Georgia Conservancy 
Professor Mike Dobbins, Georgia Tech 
 
Blueprints Professional Panel 
 
Atlanta Neighborhood Development 
Partnership 
M. von Nkosi, MICI 
Zenovia Palmer, MICI 
Nathaniel Smith, MICI 
 
American Institute of Architects 
Herman Howard, HOK Architects 
Joe Martin, Joseph Martin & Associates 
Ortrude White, Ortrude White & Associates 
 
Georgia Municipal Association 
Al Outland, GMA 
 
Blueprints Pittsburgh 
Steering Committee 
 
PCIA Staff 
LaShawn Hoffman, CEO 
Dalisa Boswell 
Melika Birt 
Brett Collier 
Caseita Jay 
Sarah Parker 
Menelik Pope 
Kimihel Tseggai 
Brian Webb 
 
PCIA Board of Directors 
Audra Cooper 
Stephanie Flowers 
Ricky Green 
Robert Hickman 
Helen Jenkins 
Rev. Joe Penn, Jr. 
Denise Rogers 
 

Neighborhood Residents 
Jackie Battle 
Betty Booker 
Juanita Booker 
James Bridges 
Destorian Cash 
Priscilla Cash 
Casey Dontzler 
Darlene Etuk 
Johnny Floyd 
Rosa Harden Green 
Regina Johnson 
Pauline Knight 
Giovante Latimore 
Richard and Monique Shields 
Clarence Sinkfield 
William Teasley 
Charles Whitlock 
Carl Towns 
 
Community Businesses & Institutions 
Randy Batt, Overhead Door Company 
Leatrice Dooley, Atlanta City Employees 
Credit Union 
Ronnie Galvin, Center for Working Families 
Ed Jenkins, Southeastern Stages 
Major John Needham, Salvation Army School 
of Officer Training 
Major Gloria Reagan, Salvation Army School 
of Officer Training 
Armstead Salters, Gideons Elementary School 
Christopher Waller, Parks Middle School 
 
Elected Officials and Agency Staff  
State Representative Kathy Ashe 
State Representative Doug Dean 
Atlanta City Councilmember Cleta Winslow 
APS Board of Education, Eric Wilson 
Michael Fleming, Atlanta Bureau of Planning  
Susan Reish, Georgia Forestry Commission 
Karen Rogers, Atlanta Weed and Seed  
Michelle McIntosh Ross, Atlanta Bureau of 
Planning 
Gary White, Georgia Forestry Commission 
J. Nicholas Williams, Park Pride Atlanta 
 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Urban Design Studio, Spring 2006 
Saskia Benjamin              Brian Stockton 
John Rees               Chirayu Bhatt 
Vani Herlekar               Scott Brown 
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Georgia Conservancy 

Suite 200 
817 West Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
404.876.2900 

www.georgiaconservancy.org 

 

 

Blueprints Principles 

• Maintain and enhance quality of life for residents of the 
community 

• Employ regional strategies for transportation, land use, and 
economic growth 

• Consider the effect of the built environment on the natural 
environment as well as history and culture




